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International Association of 

Sound and Audiovisual Archives  

Ồ Established in 1969 in Amsterdam to function as a 

medium for international co-operation  between 

archives that preserve recorded sound and audiovisual 

documents .  

ỒMembers from 70 countries representing a broad 

palette of audiovisual archives and personal interests 

which are distinguished by their focus on particular 

subjects and areas (archives for all sorts of musical 

recordings, historic, literary, folkloric and ethnological 

sound documents etc.)  



Filip Sir, National Museum, Czech 

Republic  

ỒCurrently building new sound labs for the National Museum, Czech 

Republic, and preparing a digitization strategy for audio documents 

Ồ In cooperation with private collector Gabriel Gºssel, published a 

discography about the first Czech record label (ESTA), publication 

Recorded Sound in Czech Lands 1900-1946 and new publication 

Grammar of gramophone record labels: an aid for cataloguing 

historical records from 1900 -1946 

ỒCo-author of the recommendation on digitizing gramophone records 

for Czech memory institutions  

Ồ In cooperation with Masaryk University, leading a survey collecting 

information about sound collections in the Czech Republic and 

Slovakia 

Ồ Leads a group dealing with issues relating to audio documents in 

Czech Republic 

ỒChair of IASA Discography Committee  



Peter Laurence, Harvard University, 

USA 

Ồ Peter Laurence has worked for the Harvard Library for over eleven 

years and is currently Senior Curatorial Assistant for the Archive of 

World Music in the Eda Kuhn Loeb Music Library.  

ỒDesignated Repository Manager for the music libraryõs collections 

within the wider Harvard ArchivesSpace system. 

ỒWrote Music from the Archive: A New Model of Access to Rare and 

Unique Sound Recordings, the final report for an early Harvard 

Library digital initiative.  

ỒMusic library liaison for Classic Crates, a joint project with Harvardõs 

Hiphop Archive & Research Institute  

Ồ Since September of 2015, he has served as Secretary of the 

Discography Committee.  

ỒDuring the last year Peter has been heavily involved in the 

committeeõs main project ð building an online bibliography of all 

published and unpublished work in the field of discography through a 

collaborative team of institutions & collectors.  



IASA Discography Committee, September 

2015 (Biblioth¯que nationale  de France)  

Ồ Bring institutions and collectors together in 

a collaborative project to build an online 

International Bibliography of 

Discographies 

ỒReach out for cooperation from related 

associations all around the world  

ỒòConnect, Collect and Collaborateó 

chosen as the goal of the committee and 

our project  

Ồ Plan to publish the Bibliography on the IASA 

website and make it available to everyone  





Connect , Collect and Collaborate  

Collaboration is key in building the IBD and we have  

sought to create a network of partners who share  

our goals for such a resource.  

 

 
1) Bring institutions and collectors  

together  in the shared work of creating the bibliography  

2) Reach out for cooperation  from peer associations 

3) Find  local experts who can provide language skills or  

knowledge of a countryõs discographic publications 





Some basic questions have 

emerged from our project....  
 

??? 



What is a 

discography? 



Discography : a 
systematic catalogue 
of published sound 
recordings focused on 
a given performer, 
composer, record 
label, musical genre 
or country  



Discographies appear in a variety  

of historical & current formats:  

Books, Articles, CD -ROMs, 

Spreadsheets, PDFs, 

Websites, Databases...  



The first discography (or one of the first)?  
 

An article (including a record list) from an issue of 

The Gramophone , October 1924, entitled 

òGramophone Celebrities,VI. John McCormack by 

editor Compton MacKenzie*  

 

 

*Source: Bruce D. Epperson, More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz 

Discography, pg. 21 



Discographies from every era, and in every 

subject, language and formaté (Print I) 



Discographies from every era, and in every 

subject, language and formaté (Print II) 



Discographies from every era, and in every 

subject, language and formaté (Print III) 



Discographies from every era, and in every 

subject, language and formaté (Print IV) 


